

104            JAMES BAIKD WEAVER

Bargain" with the Democrats. They claimed
that he had agreed to give up "the platform he
had helped to make at Toledo" and act with
the Democrats in everything except finance. In
return for these concessions the Democrats
were to nominate 110 candidate for Congress in
the sixth district, thus leaving their party mem-
bers free to vote for General Weaver. It was
said that he wanted a direct nomination by the
Democrats, and was disappointed when he did
not receive it. The bitter partisanship of the
period makes it difficult to disentangle truth
from falsehood. Undoubtedly there was some
understanding in regard to joint action, since
General Weaver was at the Democratic con-
vention at Ottumwa and was invited to speak
but declined because some of his Democrat
friends and some of his Greenback associates
thought he had better not do so.85

Judge H. H. Trimble, one of the Democratic
leaders, in answer to a letter of inquiry in
regard to Weaver, described him as having left
the Eepublican party for good because he re-
garded it "as having sold out to the bond-
holding and gold interests of the world, and as
utterly abandoned to all popular interests and
rights." He had not given up "his convictions
as to slavery and the war, but regards that as
finally settled." He was fully satisfied with
Hayes's policy as to home rule in the South.